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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a replay to the application filed on 1 0/22/03, in which, claims 1 -22 are 
pending. Claims 1, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 and 22 are independent, and claim 2-6, 8-12, 15-20 
are dependent. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 4/12/05, have been 
reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 14-19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ono et al. (USP 7,038,800), in view of Kagami (USP 5,719,688). 

With respect to claim 14, Ono '800' discloses a system (as shown in fig 1 , fax 
terminal 1 and 2 communicating each other using various standard communication 
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protocol) including; a first V.34 enabled fax machine, a second V.34 enabled fax 
machine, (a network connecting said first and second fax machines, said network 
including one or more gateways that operate in accordance with the T.38 un-enhanced 
protocol, said fax machines having an initial handshaking process during which an 
AnsAm signal consisting of a 21 00 Hz tone with a 1 5Hz envelope is generated, signal 
inputted signal to component detecting unit 162, 164, having 2100Hz and 15Hz signal 
detecting unit of fig 16) a program in one of said gateways which modifies said AnsAm 
signal generated during the initial handshaking by removing the 15 Hz envelope, 
(AnSam 166 as shown fig 16) whereby the first fax machine does not generate a CM 
tone, (first fax machine 1 and 2 of fig 1) and said second fax machine falls back to G3 
mode, and said first and second fax machine communicate using the G3 protocol 
(col. 19, lines 5-20+). 

Ono et al., (800), dose not, specifically teach fax machine falls back to G3 mode, 
for using G3 protocol during the testing of transmission line. 

Kagami (688) in the same area of communication apparatus which connect a 
plurality of communication line teaches fax machine falls back to G3 mode, for using G3 
protocol during the testing of transmission line (col.4, lines 40-45, and col. 5, lines 12- 
15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Ono '800' 
by the teaching of Kagami '688', it should be clear to one skilled in the art that anyone of 
a wide variety of communication devices can be similarly employed to accomplish this 
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desired result without depending from the teaching of the present invention, for the 
purpose of controlling a transmission speed of the various communication devices, so 
that a transmitting and receiving side of the devices can select a format the both can 
communicate. 

With respect to claim 15, Ono '800' discloses a system (as shown in fig 1 , fax 
terminal 1 and 2 communicating each other using various standard communication 
protocol) 15), wherein said network is an IP network (col. 13, lines18-25). 

With respect to claim 16, Ono '800' discloses a system (as shown in fig 1 , fax 
terminal 1 and 2 communicating each other using various standard communication 
protocol), wherein both of said fax machines are connected to said network by 
gateways that use the un-enhanced T.38 protocol (col. 3, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 17, Ono '800' discloses a system (as shown in fig 1 , fax 
terminal 1 and 2 communicating each other using various standard communication 
protocol), wherein said first fax machine is connected to said network by a un-enhanced 
T.38 gateway and said second fax machine is connected to said network by an 
enhanced T.38 gateway ( col.4, lines 47-55). 

With respect to claim 18, Ono '800' discloses a system (as shown in fig 1 , fax 
terminal 1 and 2 communicating each other using various standard communication 



Application/Control Number: 10/743,980 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

protocol), wherein said second fax machine is connected to said network by a un- 
enhanced T.38 gateway and said first fax machine is connected to said network by an 
enhanced T.38 gateway, ( col.4, lines 47-55 and col. 3, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 19, Ono '800' discloses a system (as shown in fig 1 , fax 
terminal 1 and 2 communicating each other using various standard communication 
protocol), wherein said initial handshaking is in accordance with the V.8 handshaking 
protocol (col. 3, lines 40-45+). 

With respect to claim 20, Ono '800' discloses a system (as shown in fig 1, fax 
terminal 1 and 2 communicating each other using various standard communication 
protocol), a first means (fax terminal 1 of fig 1) operating according to the V.34 fax 
machine protocol, a second means (fax terminal 1 of fig 1) operating according to the 
V.34 fax machine protocol, network means connecting said first and second fax 
machines, (first and second fax shown in fig 1 , col .3, lines 5-20) said network means 
including one or more gateways means that operate in accordance with the T.38 un- 
enhanced protocol, said first means having an initial handshaking process during which 
an AnsAm signal consisting of a 2100 Hz tone with a 15Hz envelope is generated, 
program means in one of said gateway means which modifies said AnsAm signal 
generated during the initial handshaking by removing the 15 Hz envelope, whereby said 
first means does not generate a CM tone, and said second means falls back to G3 
mode, and said first and second means thereby fall back and communicate using the 
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G3 protocol . 

Ono et al., (800), dose not, specifically teach fax machine falls back to G3 mode, for 
using G3 protocol during the testing of transmission line. 

Kagami (688) in the same area of communication apparatus which connect a 
plurality of communication line teaches fax machine falls back to G3 mode, for using G3 
protocol during the testing of transmission line (col.4, lines 40-45, and col. 5, lines 12- 
15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Ono '800' 
by the teaching of Kagami '688', it should be clear to one skilled in the art that anyone of 
a wide variety of communication devices can be similarly employed to accomplish this 
desired result without depending from the teaching of the present invention, for the 
purpose of controlling a transmission speed of the various communication devices, so 
that a transmitting and receiving side of the devices can select a format the both can 
communicate. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-13, 21 and 22 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for 
the indication of allowable subject matter: 

claim 1-6, are allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests a method of connecting a first V.34 enabled fax machine to a 
second V.34 enabled fax machine over a network utilizing at least one gateway that 
operates in accordance with the T.38 un-enhanced protocol, said fax machines having 
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an initial handshaking process during which an AnsAm signal consisting of a 2100 5 Hz 
tone with a 15Hz envelope is generated, said method including: placing a call by said 
first fax machine to said second fax machine over a voice grade connection, generating 
an AnsAm signal by said second fax machine in response to said call, modifying the 
AnsAm signal generated during the initial handshaking by removing the 15 Hz 
envelope, whereby the first fax machine does not generate CM tone, and said second 
fax machine falls back to G3 mode, and said first and second fax machine communicate 
using the G3 protocol. 

Claims 7-12 are allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of record 
neither anticipates nor suggests a method of connecting a first V.34 enabled fax 
machine to a second V.34 enabled fax machine over a network that has one or more 
gateways that operate in accordance with the T.38 un-enhanced protocol, said fax 
machines having an initial handshaking process during which a CM signal is generated 
which includes a bit indicating that the calling fax machine is V.34 enabled, said method 
placing a call to said second fax machine by said first fax machine over a 5 voice grade 
connection, generating an AnsAm signal by said second fax machine in response to 
said call, generating a CM signal by said first fax machine, said CM signal having a bit 
set to indicate that said first fax machine is V.34 enabled, modifying said CM in said 
gateway to disable said bit indicating that the calling fax machine is V.34 enabled. 
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Claim 13 is allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests a method of connecting a first V.34 enabled fax machine to a 
second V.34 enabled fax machine over a network that includes a first gateway 
connecting said first fax machine to said network and a second gateway connecting 
said second fax machine to said network, said gateways operating in accordance with 
the T.38 un-enhanced protocol, said fax machines having an initial handshaking 
process during which an AnsAm signal consisting of a 2100 Hz tone with a 15Hz 
envelope is generated, and placing a call to said second fax machine by said first fax 
machine over a voice grade connection, generating an AnsAm signal by said second 
fax machine in response to said call, modifying said AnsAm signal generated during the 
initial handshaking in one of said gateway gateways by removing the 15 Hz envelope, 
whereby the first fax machine does not generate a CM tone. 

Claim 21 is allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests a system for connecting a calling Super Group 3 fax machine 
and a called Super Group 3 fax machine over an IP network that includes gateways that 
operate in accordance with the T.38 un-enhanced protocol, said fax machines 
initially connecting over a voice grade line using the V.8 protocol, whereby the 
called fax machine generates an AnsAm signal, a method including the steps of: 
modifying said AnsAm signal whereby the called fax machine does not respond to the 
AnsAm signal with a CM tone, timing out by said called fax machine since it does not 
receive a CM signal, said called fax machine falling back to G3 mode as a result of said 



Application/Control Number: 10/743,980 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

time out, and said calling and called fax machines proceeding to communicate in G3 
mode. 

Claim 22 is allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests a method of connecting a first V.34 enabled fax machine to a 
second V.34 enabled fax machine over a network by at least one gateway that operates 
in accordance with the T.38 un-enhanced protocol, said fax machines having an 
initial handshaking process during which an AnsAm signal consisting of a 2100 
Hz tone with a 15Hz envelope is generated, placing a call by said first fax machine to 
said second fax machine over a voice grade connection, generating an AnsAm signal 
by said second fax machine in response to said call, modifying the AnsAm signal 
generated during the initial handshaking by removing the 15 Hz envelope, whereby the 
first fax machine does not generate a CM tone, and said second fax machine falls back 
to G3 mode, and said first and second fax machine communicate using the G3 protocol. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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